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The Quincy Area Youth 
Chorus will perform its 
Annual Spring Concert 

Sunday, March 28, at 3 p.m. in 
the sanctuary of Trinity United 
Church of Christ, 2020 South 
24th Street. 
     QAYC is comprised of two 
choirs. The younger Kinderchor, 
which includes singers in 
grades three through six, is 
conducted by Amy Stollberg 
and accompanied by Laura 
Kammerer. The older Concert 
Choir, which involves singers 
in grades seven through 12, 
is conducted by Paul Shelor 
and accompanied by Mary 
Shelor. Members of the chorus 
presented concerts and toured 
England this past year.
     Free will donations will 

be collected at the door. 
All donations are greatly 
appreciated. Children age 
18 and under and Quincy 
Symphony season ticket 
holders will be admitted 
free of charge. There will be 
a reception following the 
performance in the fellowship 
hall. 
     Founded in 1995, the QAYC 
offers quality vocal training 
and heightened appreciation 
of choral music to children in 
grades three through 12. An 
educational outreach of the 
Quincy Symphony Orchestra 
Association, QAYC seeks to 
supplement school and church 
choral training with focused 
preparation and performance 
of excellent treble chorus 
literature. Auditions for both 
choirs are held in May, August 
and December.
     The Quincy Area Youth 
Chorus program is funded in 
part by Encore! Symphony 
Volunteer Council Symphony 
of Trees and by the Illinois Arts 
Council, a state agency. For 
more information on the QAYC 
or to set up an audition call 
222-2854 or visit www.qsoa.
org.

Kirby Eber will be 
recognized for 50 
years of loyal service 

as organist of Vermont 
Street United Methodist 
Church Sunday, March 7. 
Special recognition will be 
given at the 9 a.m. service 
and a reception will be 
held from 2-4 p.m. in the 
church parlor. The public 
is invited to attend these 
celebrations. 
     Eber began his service 
to the church as an organist 
at the 8:15 a.m. service 
March 6, 1960. Three years 
later he became the full-
time organist. He founded 
the first handbell choir in 
Quincy in 1964, which was 
the third such choir in the 
state of Illinois. Throughout 
his time at Vermont Street 
Kirby has served with 25 
pastors and associate 
pastors. 
     Kirby began his study 
of organ while a student at 
Culver-Stockton College. 
He did not major in music, 
but graduated in 1962 
with a degree in art. Early 
in his career, he served as 

organist for Central Baptist, 
First Christian and Christ 
Lutheran Churches. In 
addition to Vermont Street, 
he is also an organist for St. 
John’s Church. He maintains 
a teaching studio for piano 
and organ students. 
     Long recognized 
as a leader in the arts 
community, he has 
served as president of 
the Quincy Society of 
Fine Arts, the Historical 
Society, the Civic Music 
Association and the local 
chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists, as 
well as founding member 
and president of Quincy 
Preserves. He has served 
as chair of the Civic Center 
Authority. He currently 
teaches humanities at John 
Wood Communiy College.
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